EXPO and AFTER

Richard Crosland’s thoughts on CRAFT EXPO '84 in
retrospect.

Craft Expo is an annual exhibition organised by the Crafts Council
of Australia, whose participants, drawn from all over Australia. present
one-off works and also studio-production lines. The crafts represented
include woodwork, ceramics, gold and silver-smithing, leatherwork,
blown and stained glasswork, lextiles, baskelry, ironworking, screen
and fabric printing, etc.

| decided to apply for acceptance into Craft Expo ‘84 despite my
somewhat disastrous participationin Craft Expo '83 ai which | exhibited
mostly sculptural, mechanical, kinetic and static pieces and smaller
boxes, sets of cutlery, etc, hoping to sell to private collectors or to
galleries. | sold $54.50 worth of goods over the five days! This year, |
thought, I'll go commercial.

The Cost — in Cash and Preparation

One is invited by the Crafts Council to apply for consideration as an
exhibitor. ($10 fee plus four representative slides) if selected, you pay
your exhibition fee of $400 (1984). Notified in February of my accep-
tance, | set to and designed and built a dining table and chairs, wooden
brief cases, stationery boxes, jewellery boxes and card boxes. My
Woodcraft '83 Ball Bearing Race was displayed as a recent piece.
Three months, many late nights-and the usual last minute panic later, |
set up my stand ready for the opening on Thursday 31st May.

The Hyatt Kingsgate Hotel at Kings Cross is far from an ideal venue
but, as one of the organisers put it, "It's free, and unless you're pre-
pared to pay a $1000 exhibition fee, don't knock it!” The air conditioning can't
cope with the volume of visitors and it's not ideal for access or parking, but this
year's layout was more spacious with an easier circulation of people. Thank
goodness, | was placed next to a window!

A Big Ego Trip

Everybody making admiring noises about your work isn't hard to take.
"How's it done?” and “is it really . . .?" But Expo is also a great opporiunity to
meet some tenific people, co-exhibitors and visitors alike. It's fiing, too. This
year, | felt five days was quite long enough! The result? In the short term, under
a hundred dollars in sales but a three-month waiting list of students for my
woodwork classes.

Inthe longer term, | made contacts which will, hopefully, bear fruit. Indirectly,
an outlet for my fumiture with access to the sort of market I'm aiming at, ie,
through interior designers, architects and directly into board rooms. Whether or
not my fumiture sells into that rarified "up market" atmosphere remains to be
seen, but the people marketing it appear to be very enthusiastic about it.

in Conclusion

On a pure balance of finance, | don't believe Craft Expo '84 was worth it for
me. As one of the exhibitors described it: “Iit's an up-market flea-market.” The
craft that sells best is the craft that the public is prepared to buy on the spur of
the moment — printed T-shirts, jewellery, leather goods, small ceramics, pottery
and other compact portables.

However, as a public relations exercise it worked — | got rid of huge
volumes of pamphlets, and business cards and | talked and talked and talked

Will I apply for Craft Expo again? | can't answer that yet, not until | see what
comes out of 1984. | think it should be staged in another state next time

and that would be an entirely different consideration. R.C. )

Richard's only colleagues with splinters in their fingers were Robert
Dunlop from Stafford, Queensland, carver/furniture-maker, and John
Linek, woodturner of Stapylton in the same state.

WOODTURNING WORKSHOP, ACT

Vic Wood, Melbourne woody (can you thank of a better name for a
bloke in this line of work and in that geographical position?) gave a
demonstration and slide lecture on wood turning at Don Lee's
Fyshwick Workshop on Saturday, July 14th. Vic demonstrated a set-up
for making smali containers, both turning and finishing. His slide collec-
tion featured shots of his own and other turners’ work and also some
interesting lathe types.

Don finished the night off with a flourish, turning a green bow! of
Desert Ash using a high-speed, super-flute gouge. With a barbecue
included, at $12 it was very good value. — Henry Black
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e Jointer, Woodfast, for sale. Cast iron, 10" wide, 3hp. Current new prige
— § 2,488. Will sell for $950. Definitely a bargain. 84 1183 [

.

e Turning squares, offcuts. Mainly blackwood. Suit amateur 84 118\, _." |.

e WANTED: Chainsaw mill. 84 1183

e WANTED: Workshop space. Several members of the Group are
looking for workshop space. A co-operative has been suggested,
possibly in the inner city. The idea would be to share the building and
possibly machinery. If you are interested, please cdntact Henry
Black at the next general meeting or write to 1 Nichols St, Downer,
ACT 2602

e Older style lathe for sale, includes Jacobs chuck, line tail-stock and
some turning tools. Reconditioned, Yahp motor, 4-speed pulleys.
Tool rest but no bed or stand. Needs a little cleaning up. $100.
709 4427 (also with face-plate)

@ |s a bridle joint something smoked at a wedding?

TOLL-FREE PHONE

The Australia Council's toll-free phone is now in operation allow-
ing interstate calls to be made to the Council for the price of a local
call. The number is (008) 22 6912. You may use it to enquire about
granls, crafts residencies or any other business.
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