WATAGAN

STATE FOREST TOUR

On Saturday, August 17th, a group of us met at
Mandalong near Morisset for a Forest Tour with State Forests
of NSW.

The Introduction included an outline of the area under the
control of State Forests and fire control methods, given by
Dr. Hans Drielsma, Managing Director of State Forests,
Steve Shaw and Ian Bawden from the local branch. Fire
control included methods of estimating the amount of
combuitable fuel on the forest floor, determination of safe or
unsafe burning days, hazard reduciion burning programmes
and the primary fire lighting method using helicopter or light
plane.

By car we ventured up the hills and deeper into the bush,
stopping at points of interest to view different types of forest,
regrowth areas and discussion on current logging practices,
EPA guidelines and methods of dc termining old growth
areas.

After lunch at Muirs Lookout we set off on a walking trail
which included the usual Eucalypts on higher ground and
some rainforest species in the gullies.

The finale was a visit to one of State Forests' plantations.
Mechanical harvesters were in action, thinning the Blueleaf
Stringybark planted about 20 years ago, to allow selected
trees to reach for the sky.

Everyone enjoyed the day, leaving with a better understand-
ing of what happens out there in the bush. Many thanks to
Hans, Steve and Ian for a very informative day.

Paul Floyd
Jim Davey

Dr. Hans Drielsma describing the nature and scope of
State Forest operations at one o the stops along the way.

Thinning operations in progress.
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Rose Gum, also known as Flocged Gum, is appearing
again on the East Coast as a joinery timber and also as
fine fumiture. It never really weni away but nad beer
largely overlcoked since imporied rainforest timbers
took over the ioinery market.

Eucaiyptus grandis is one of ine fastest growing
eucaiypis, cccurring from MNewcastle 1o MNorth
Cueersland. The timber is a warm zink to red, straight

grained and easy to work, it glues well and is
surgasingly light for a hardwood.

Rese Gum 1s marketed from Bellingen in northern NSW
by a company called Rose Gum Timbers, which
produces select quality timber irom a huge local
resource of plantation and regrowth forest, much of it
reciaimed farmland.

Timber is seasoned in solar heated kilns, a slower
precess than conventionally heatec <iins, and one which

procuces a consistently better auality board, with

negigicle degrade.
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