Taking the
Churchill challenge

The Michael Borton story

Michael Borton is a designer-
craftsman in native Australian tim-
bers who has a desire to excel in
his craft. His ambition has been to
see others at work across the
world. A recent tour of America
and Europe was made possible by
his gaining a Churchill Scholarship.

Michael’s work includes antique
restoration and reproductions,
custom furniture, specialised join-
ery and commissions in timber,
which fires up those creative pas-
sions and the joy of creating
unique pieces of work .

Much reproduction work includes
some degree of carving which
Michael also had the chance to
follow up on the European leg of
the tour.

A brief cross section of his visits
were:

USA, Providence Rhode Island:

A visit to the workshop of Bill
Crozier and other local crafts-
men, observing techniques,
workshop setups and work prac-
tices of American craftsman. Bill
is also a part time lecturer at the
Rhode Island School of Design.
Michael's interest was to be
looking at school’s curriculum
and workshops for ideas to
bring home.

BOSTON:

Visiting various Museums and
studying American colonial fur-
niture and restoration tech-
niques.

NEW YORK:

Saw contemporary art galleries
doing fine furinture styles and
the gallery system of dealing
with sales and customer rela-
tions as well as the artists in
their gallery. Time was also
available to visit a number of
museums of relative interest.

LONDON:

Visited the Royal collection trust,
observing methods of restora-

tion used on Royal and Palace
furniture.

A visit to the Victoria and Albert
museum, observing in their
workshops conservation prac-
tices and viewing their collection
of art, Nouveau

Furniture and Design of William
Morris and Charles Macintosh
pieces.

West Dean College, Chichester:

One weeks tuition in French
Polishing

Stalbridge, Dorset:

A visit to Daubneys and observe
their workshop practices. This
company makes fine reproduc-
tion furniture for Lord Linelys
showrooms in London.

Dorchester, Dorset:

A visit to Michael Harrington’s
workshop, Michael is an antique
restorer, observing first hand
the trade in England. He is also
the president of the British
Antique Furniture Restorers
Association,

Parham House, Cheltenham:

Tuition in wood carving by Ben
Harmes. Observation and tuition
by lan Norbury in figure carving
and helping his wife Bey set up
their large woodwork show (cel-
ebration of craftsmanship).

PARIS:

Visit Anna Ostrup conservator
and viewing art nouveau in the
house of Mussee d'Orsay. Also
the F.Cole collection.

TYROL:

One week course in Bavarian
wood carving styles.

THE CHURCHILL FELLOWSHIP

The Churchill fellowship is a self
funded Trust. It's aim is to give
opportunity by provision of finan-
cial support to enable Australians
from all walks of life to undertake
overseas studies or an investiga-
tive subject of a kind not fully
available in Australia.

There are no prescribed qualifica-
tions, academic or otherwise.
Merit is the primary test, either
based on past achievements or
demonstrated ability for future
achievement in any walk of life.

There are 7 categories to apply
under:

Primary Industry
Secondary Industry
Professional

Education

Public Science

The Arts

Community Service
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Applications are done on a state
basis.

For me it was the experience of a
lifetime, having never been over-
seas before, not even Tasmania.

The great thing about the fellow-
ship is you make your own
Itinerary. So you push all the
boundaries. You have nothing to
loose and everything to gain. |
had the advantage of 4 bed fel-
lows to call on. Their experience
and friends, family and clients all
had ideas, places and people |
should see, and with their support
I was able to successfully gain my
fellowship. My experience over-
seas had not only given me knowl-
edge but the confidence to chal-
lenge myself to go further in my
profession just as | began to tyre.
I'm good at what | do, however |
often seem to find someone or
something that is be ter which
gives me a new direction.

My experiences overseas con-
firmed these Ideals. The friends |
made are invaluable and my work
in the future will reflect these
things.

| encourage any person in any
field of work to apply, but it isn't
easy, though you'll never regret
the experience.

Michael Borton

For any further information, my
website address is: www.home-
pages.better.net.au/mborton/
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