AN INTRODUCTION TO GLENN MURCUTT by David Mustin

At our next meeting on Monday, December 7, architect
Glenn Murcutt will talk to us on his approach to
design and his views on the evolution of contemporary
Australian furniture.

Glenn is now famous throughout the world of design
for the development of a style of contemporary
architecture which by its interaction with our unique
environment has become known as distinctively
Australian. "His houses seem to belong to the land."

This year Glenn was awarded our highest architectural
accolade, the Gold Medal of the Royal Australian
Institute of Architects. Very recently in Finland he
won the Alvar Aalto Medal, one of the world's highest
awards for architecture, for his "universally influential
contribution to contemporary architecture." Alvar
Aalto, Finland's greatest modern architect, developed
furniture which achieved international acclaim and
popularity in the 1930's. It is made, sold and used
widely today. It 1s much admired by Glenn for its
simple flowing lines, its lightness coolness and
comfort, its firmness and simultaneous sensitivity, its
"strength yet delicacy".

Glenn operates like many of us - as a solo designer
and maker. He develops a personal understanding of
his clients and works with them to create designs
which clients come to feel are their own. He does
small scale work - little masterpieces - refined and
precisely detailed "like a musical instrument."

Jlenn grew up in the bush. He is at peace there. He
looks to the landscape he loves for his inspiration.
The foreword Glenn wrote in the book about his work
'Leaves of Iron' says -

"Landscape in Australia is remarkable. 1 have learned
much from scrutinising the land and its flora. There
is an over-riding horizontality. The flora is tough. It
is in addition, durable, hardy yet extremely delicate.
It is so light at its edges that its connection with the
deep sky vault is unsurpassed anywhere. The sunlight
is S0 intense for most of the continent that it separates
and isolates objects. The native trees read not so
much as members of a series of interconnected
elements but as groupings of isolated elements. The
high oil content of so many of the trees combined with
the strong sunlight resulls in the foliage shimmering
silver to weathered greys with an affinity 1o pink

browns and olives. The foliage is not dense generally
and the shadows are therefore a dappled light. This
distinguishes our landscape from that of most other
countries where the soft light serves to connect the
elements of the landscape rather than separate them.

My architecture has attempled to convey something
of the discrete character of elements in the Australian
landscape, to offer my interpretation in built form ...
When I consider the magic of our landscape I am
continually struck by the genius of the place, the
sunlight, shadows, wind, heat and cold, the scents
Jrom the flowering trees and shrubs, and especially
the vastness of the island continent. All these factors
go to make a land of incredible strength combined
with unimaginable delicacy."

A great opportunity now exists to create contemporary
Australian furniture, inspired by a new understanding
of this place. Designers at peace with their
surroundings using contemporary materials and
indigenous Australian timber can contribute to the
emergence of a distinctive Australian culture,
determined to live in harmony with this land.

We are most grateful to Glenn for his willingness to
share his thoughts with us and for the opportunity to
meet a generous and sensitive man of genius.

COMING SOON

Those of you who have dribbled and drooled
your way through the Garrett Wade
woodworking tool catalogue will be pleased to
know that there will soon be a Garrett Wade
retail store in Sydney.

Unlike the discontinued arrangement with
Mother of Pearl, this store will carry stock that
you can buy and take home with you.
Professional woodworker Bob Howard and
businessman Bob Collins (the Two Bob Tool
Company??) have negotiated an agreement
with Garrett Wade (Aust.) P/L to form Garrett
Wade (NSW) P/L, and plan to open the store
somewhere in the inner city carly in the new
year. | .
Bob Howard will be relocating his workshop
and classes to the same address. :

Full details will be published in the next
newsletter. - : '




and to present these in a professional atmosphere. Thus
the stand was divided into a workshop, a display area and
a very necessary morale-boosting area consisting of coffee
table, couch and provisions.

R i i el e R I PP

is the first time I 've realised that women not only do this
work but can do it well". This even from some
woodworking organisations and suppliers who DO have
some contact with us. This implies that people need to be



























