The public debate concerning forests and trees in Australia, &
N

and around the world, is becoming very emotional and clouded with
misinformation. The aggression felt by many will be assuaged if the
community could learn, appreciate and understand the facts concerning
man's involvement with forests, trees and wood, in an informed,
independent and unbiased manner.

The community at large tends to forget that without forests
mankind would not even exist - they extract the carbon from the
atmosphere that mankind produces in its activities and return the majority
of the oxygen for us to live by. It also tends to forget that man has used
forests and their products since time immemorial. They have provided
him with fire; fuel; shelter; land, sea and air transport; knowledge (via
paper and printing machinery); musical instruments, furniture,
medicines; bridges; canals; railways; churches and cathedrals; machinery;
the list goes on and on. Wood has been the major resource that man has
embraced in its civilisation and culture. These facts should be reinforced
into the community's mind.

Wood is one of the few renewable natural resources that this earth
has. Many people in the past have tended to regard a piece of wood as
just that - a lump of wood; and, unfortunately, many people still do today.
Once it has finished its use then "throw it away, burn it, get rid of
it.....it's only wood.....there's plenty more where that came from." It is
a waste of a resource, and the contempt with which raw timber is held by
some people, is almost criminal. The community's appreciation of the
asthetic and economic value of wood must be raised.

If a centre were 10 be established where the public could learn how
trees grow; why they grow; the role trees play in the atmosphere and
biosphere; why they grow where they grow; why and how trees vary;
how forests work; how trees are harvested and converted to materials for
man to use; why different woods suit different applications; the history of
the relationship between man and wood; where one could find out
anything one wanted to know about native trecs and shrubs in particular;
in other words a complete resource centre on forests, trees and wood,
then this would help the public's awareness and be of enormous benefit to
the community and to the concerns which utilise products of the tree.

There are very few people who do not appreciate a well finished
and worked piece of wood. It is warm, it is tactile, it is appealing and it
is lasting. Most people covet an article such as this, but to others it is just
another lump of wood. In these days of concern for the environment and
the effects of pollution, neither group may realise that solid wooden
articles and products are the most energy efficient and cleanest to
produce. The forest industry may well know that it takes approximately
6 kilojoules of energy to process 1 kilogram of sawn timber as opposed to
approximately 47kj to process 1kg of steel and 142kj to process 1kg of
aluminium.; but is the man in the street aware of this?

Because of this reaction to a wooden item, half the battle for the
public's recognition of the value of wood has already been accomplished.
The other half is their education in all the other facets of forests and
trees. The community has to be shown the good, the bad and the ugly,
and by the art of gentle persuasion, good design and good presentation, its
understanding of, and affinity for, the world of trees will be raised.




The general community requires an establishment where it can be
shown the value of forests, trees and wood to mankind and to have its
education and understanding enhanced by being able to view and purchase
well designed and crafted articles of wood. The forest industry needs a
central, full resource and marketing centre where anyone who wants to
know anything concerning native forests, trees and wood can find the THe “Tree Hbiis
answer or the product. The community and the forest industries need 'A
Temple to the Tree'. This establishment could be "The Tree House".

"The Tree House" is a concept which I have been touting, for a
year or 5o, to many Federal and NSW State government departments and
ministers and to numerous people, organisations and companies within the
forest and forest product industries.

"The Tree House" will extol to the public the vital role that forests,
trees and wood have played, are playing and will continue to play in our
lives and in the well-being of this earth. By demonstrating to the public
how man has utilised the forest and its products throughout the ages, how
the ingenuity and technical craftsmanship of the use of wood has benefited
its civilisation and how important forests and trees are to our
environment, the economic and aesthetic value of forests, trees and wood
will be realised.

It will be a major attraction, in Sydney, where the cultivation, value
and products of native Australian wood, and the work of all the people
involved in the industry, are brought to life. It will display, promote and
sell wood in all its forms - from origins to growth; to finished products,
craft and design. It will bring to life a book such as "The International
Book of Wood".

There is no recognised central body in Australia where information
or assistance can be obtained regarding all aspects of the forest industry
and its products. "The Tree House" will be this body. It will be a full
Australian resource centre and should be regarded by individuals,
companies and organisations within the forest and forest product industry
as an additional marketing and promotion tool in conjunction with their
own efforts. It can be likened to a national 'shop front' for the Australian
forest and forest product industry.

The integrity of "The Tree House", though, is paramount. It will
not preach nor take sides in the environmental debate. It will notbe a
front for the forest and timber industry, for any Government, for the
'green’ movement or any other self-interest group. "The Tree House"
will present the facts in an unbiased and informed manner which will
enable the public to make up its own mind, in its own way and at its own
leisure,

The objectives of "The Tree House" are:-

1. To be the renowned resource centre for knowledge concerning native
forests, trees and wood.,

2. To stimulate appreciation of the role forests, trees and wood play in
our lives,

3. To raise and promote the economic and asthetic value of wood in
general and Australian native wood in particular,

4. To encourage excellence in the design and manufacture of products
which use native wood.

5. To trade in wood, wooden articles and other derivatives of trees.

6. To be profitable as a commercial enterprise.
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