WoodMasters at the Fair

The Wood Masters exhibited at the Australian International
Furniture Fair with members Michael McGrath, George
Gavaric, Nick Hill and Robert Chapman sharing a stand of
67m2. The format was good with the stand being divided into
four areas and each of the exhibitors having a clear area to
exhibit a range of their work.

The format of the show has been changing over the past cou-
ple of years from a trade and public show to virtually a trade
only show with only one day being open to the public. There
has been very little advertising to the public, with the consen-
sus being that the subsequent number of potential customers
down on previous years.

| had sent out 30 invitations to old clients about six of which
turned up. Of these three ordered furniture or purchased
pieces from the stand so, although I did not necessarily get
any new customers, | made some solid sales that | may not
have otherwise have made so overall it was definitely worth
while from this point of view.

Again, it was an (interesting) experiencing seeing the direction
that the Australian production furniture industry is generally
taking and being thankful that | was not part of it! As a fright-
ening guide to the cost base differential that we face, here is
an example. For me to employ a tradesman in Australia for
one day, it cost the same as employing one for a month in
China. For this you get someone that works 10 hours a day,
six days a week with no sick leave, no holiday pay, no mater-
nity leave and no workers compensation. Basically 1/30th of
the cost!

It becomes clearer to me with each of these exhibitions that
we do that we have to promote ourselves as wood artists. We
have to separate ourselves from the idea of being simply furni-
ture makers as | believe that their is little or no future in
Australia for this industry. We need to convince our customers
about the benefits of having a beautifully made, one off rather
that just one of a thousand. | believe there is a good market
out there we just need to position ourselves correctly. When
we make and design our pieces remember this goal (as wood
artists) so that it will, in turn, be expressed in our work. That's
my angle anyway!

Terry Gleeson and | went to the awards night and | presented
our sponsored prize on behalf of The Woodworkers
Association for "Best Use of Australian Native Timber" at the
Awards night. The prize was won by Covemore Furniture for a
dining suite made from Sydney bluegum. At the past Awards
Nights the prizes have only been open to Australian manufac-
turers. This year the awards were open to all manufacturers.
It's going to be a sad day when a manufacture from S.E.Asia
takes out this award!.

WOOD MASTERS EXHIBITIONS
FOR THE COMING 12-18 MONTHS

Stand alone exhibition

At the last commitee meeting, we discussed the possability of
a stand alone exhibition. My impressions of the conclusions
that we reached are:

1. It's a full time job for a couple of months organisng
an exhibition on this kind of scale. We need people with spe-
cialist skills in organising such an event. People with adminis-
tration skills, promotional skills, financial skills and someone
that understands what we are trying to achieve.

2. It's not possible for one person to organise an
event of this scale by themselves and run a business at the
same time.

3. We need external funding so that we can run such an
event. (I believe in the order of $100 000 plus minimum)

4. We need to put together a proposal that we can pre-
sent to possable financeirs

A couple of alternative ideas were also put forward.
We approach an established gallery

2 We approach organisers of already established
events and promote the idea of a joint exhibition ie Wood
Masters @ Designex, Wood Masters @The Home Show,
Wood Masters @The Craft Show. In this way we can offer
them an increased number of visitors as we will do our addi-
tional advertising and we raise the standard and level of inter-
est of their show. In return we get space, security, venue,
guaranteed people etc etc.

Other Exhibitions

We are trying to increase the number exhibitions that the
Wood Masters have access to. We are currently in discussion
to try and secure 120m2 at the Sydney Home Show in May
2005

Other events that we have space at this year are:
Wollongong Homeshow

July Working with Wood Show (Under the banner
of NSW Woodworkers Association)

April:

November Australian Craft Show

Robert Chapman 02 4271 1599
robertchapman@contemporaryfurniture.com.au

Covemore Furniture's dining suite in Sydney Bluegum won the coveted
Woodworkers NSW Prize for best piece in Australian Native Furniture —>

FOR PERFET DOVETAIL JOINTS ON ANY ROUTER TABLE
St st The simplicity, the ease of use and the safely
aspects are all reasons why so many
woodworkers and schools are choosing the
Gilkins Dovetail Jig in preference lo other jigs.

Hoger & Jenny Gilkins
619 Belmore River Rd KEMPESY NSW 2440
Ph 02 6567 4313 Fax 02 65657 4681
Email gifkins@midcoast.com.au
www.gitkins.com.au

Phone for FREE brachure

Simple to adjust - easy to use
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